
Article 7A. 

Rape and Other Sex Offenses. 

§ 14-27.1.  Definitions. 
As used in this Article, unless the context requires otherwise: 

(1)        "Mentally disabled" means (i) a victim who suffers from mental retardation, or (ii) a victim who 

suffers from a mental disorder, either of which temporarily or permanently renders the victim 

substantially incapable of appraising the nature of his or her conduct, or of resisting the act of 

vaginal intercourse or a sexual act, or of communicating unwillingness to submit to the act of 

vaginal intercourse or a sexual act. 
(2)        "Mentally incapacitated" means a victim who due to any act committed upon the victim is 

rendered substantially incapable of either appraising the nature of his or her conduct, or resisting 

the act of vaginal intercourse or a sexual act. 
(3)        "Physically helpless" means (i) a victim who is unconscious; or (ii) a victim who is physically 

unable to resist an act of vaginal intercourse or a sexual act or communicate unwillingness to 

submit to an act of vaginal intercourse or a sexual act. 
(4)        "Sexual act" means cunnilingus, fellatio, analingus, or anal intercourse, but does not include 

vaginal intercourse. Sexual act also means the penetration, however slight, by any object into the 

genital or anal opening of another person's body: provided, that it shall be an affirmative defense 

that the penetration was for accepted medical purposes. 
(5)        "Sexual contact" means (i) touching the sexual organ, anus, breast, groin, or buttocks of any 

person, (ii) a person touching another person with their own sexual organ, anus, breast, groin, or 

buttocks, or (iii) a person ejaculating, emitting, or placing semen, urine, or feces upon any part of 

another person. 
(6)        "Touching" as used in subdivision (5) of this section, means physical contact with another 

person, whether accomplished directly, through the clothing of the person committing the 

offense, or through the clothing of the victim. (1979, c. 682, s. 1; 2002-159, s. 2(a); 2003-252, s. 

1; 2006-247, s. 12(a).) 
 

§ 14-27.2.  First-degree rape. 
(a)        A person is guilty of rape in the first degree if the person engages in vaginal intercourse: 

(1)        With a victim who is a child under the age of 13 years and the defendant is at least 12 years old 

and is at least four years older than the victim; or 
(2)        With another person by force and against the will of the other person, and: 

a.         Employs or displays a dangerous or deadly weapon or an article which the other person 

reasonably believes to be a dangerous or deadly weapon; or 
b.         Inflicts serious personal injury upon the victim or another person; or 
c.         The person commits the offense aided and abetted by one or more other persons. 

(b)        Any person who commits an offense defined in this section is guilty of a Class B1 felony. 
(c)        Upon conviction, a person convicted under this section has no rights to custody of or rights of 

inheritance from any child born as a result of the commission of the rape, nor shall the person have any rights 

related to the child under Chapter 48 or Subchapter 1 of Chapter 7B of the General Statutes.  
 

 

 

 



§ 14-27.3.  Second-degree rape. 
(a) A person is guilty of rape in the second degree if the person engages in vaginal intercourse with another 

person: 

(1) By force and against the will of the other person; or 

(2) Who is mentally disabled, mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless, and the person 

performing the act knows or should reasonably know the other person is mentally disabled, 

mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless. 

(b) Any person who commits the offense defined in this section is guilty of a Class C felony. 

(c) Upon conviction, a person convicted under this section has no rights to custody of or rights of 

inheritance from any child conceived during the commission of the rape, nor shall the person have any rights 

related to the child under Chapter 48 or Subchapter 1 of Chapter 7B of the General Statutes.  

 

§ 14-27.5.  Second-degree sexual offense. 
(a) A person is guilty of a sexual offense in the second degree if the person engages in a sexual act with 

another person: 

(1) By force and against the will of the other person; or 

(2) Who is mentally disabled, mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless, and the person 

performing the act knows or should reasonably know that the other person is mentally disabled, 

mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless. 

(b) Any person who commits the offense defined in this section is guilty of a Class C felony.  

 

§ 14-27.5A.  Sexual battery. 
(a) A person is guilty of sexual battery if the person, for the purpose of sexual arousal, sexual gratification, 

or sexual abuse, engages in sexual contact with another person: 

(1) By force and against the will of the other person; or 

(2) Who is mentally disabled, mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless, and the person 

performing the act knows or should reasonably know that the other person is mentally disabled, 

mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless. 

(b) Any person who commits the offense defined in this section is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.  

 

§ 14-178.  Incest. 
(a) Offense. – A person commits the offense of incest if the person engages in carnal intercourse with the 

person's (i) grandparent or grandchild, (ii) parent or child or stepchild or legally adopted child, (iii) brother or sister 

of the half or whole blood, or (iv) uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece. 

(b) Punishment and Sentencing. – 

(1) A person is guilty of a Class B1 felony if either of the following occurs: 

a. The person commits incest against a child under the age of 13 and the person is at least 

12 years old and is at least four years older than the child when the incest occurred. 

b. The person commits incest against a child who is 13, 14, or 15 years old and the person is 

at least six years older than the child when the incest occurred. 

(2) A person is guilty of a Class C felony if the person commits incest against a child who is 13, 14, 

or 15 and the person is more than four but less than six years older than the child when the incest 

occurred. 

(3) In all other cases of incest, the parties are guilty of a Class F felony. 

(c) No Liability for Children Under 16. – No child under the age of 16 is liable under this section if the 

other person is at least four years older when the incest occurred.  

 



§ 14-277.3A.  Stalking. 

(a)        Legislative Intent. - The General Assembly finds that stalking is a serious problem in this State and 

nationwide. Stalking involves severe intrusions on the victim's personal privacy and autonomy. It is a crime that 

causes a long-lasting impact on the victim's quality of life and creates risks to the security and safety of the victim 

and others, even in the absence of express threats of physical harm. Stalking conduct often becomes increasingly 

violent over time. 

The General Assembly recognizes the dangerous nature of stalking as well as the strong connections between 

stalking and domestic violence and between stalking and sexual assault. Therefore, the General Assembly enacts 

this law to encourage effective intervention by the criminal justice system before stalking escalates into behavior 

that has serious or lethal consequences. The General Assembly intends to enact a stalking statute that permits the 

criminal justice system to hold stalkers accountable for a wide range of acts, communications, and conduct. The 

General Assembly recognizes that stalking includes, but is not limited to, a pattern of following, observing, or 

monitoring the victim, or committing violent or intimidating acts against the victim, regardless of the means. 

(b)        Definitions. - The following definitions apply in this section: 

(1)        Course of conduct. - Two or more acts, including, but not limited to, acts in which the stalker directly, 

indirectly, or through third parties, by any action, method, device, or means, is in the presence of, or follows, 

monitors, observes, surveils, threatens, or communicates to or about a person, or interferes with a person's property. 

(2)        Harasses or harassment. - Knowing conduct, including written or printed communication or transmission, 

telephone, cellular, or other wireless telephonic communication, facsimile transmission, pager messages or 

transmissions, answering machine or voice mail messages or transmissions, and electronic mail messages or other 

computerized or electronic transmissions directed at a specific person that torments, terrorizes, or terrifies that 

person and that serves no legitimate purpose. 

(3)        Reasonable person. - A reasonable person in the victim's circumstances. 

(4)        Substantial emotional distress. - Significant mental suffering or distress that may, but does not necessarily, 

require medical or other professional treatment or counseling. 

 


