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ADN Nursing Program Progression Procedure
The Nursing Program maintains progression procedures consistent with the North Carolina Board of Nursing (NCBON) rules and standards, including 21 NCAC 36 .0320, to ensure that students demonstrate the knowledge, skills, abilities, and professional behaviors required for safe, entry-level nursing practice. Progression through the program is sequential and based on successful completion of didactic, laboratory, simulation, and clinical course outcomes.

To progress in the Nursing Program, students must successfully complete each nursing course with a minimum grade of B. Only grades of A or B constitute successful completion and count toward progression in the nursing program. A grade below the required minimum in any nursing course constitutes unsuccessful course completion and may result in dismissal or eligibility for course repetition, in accordance with program procedure and NCBON requirements. Students must also maintain the required health grade point average of 2.5, and institutional cumulative grade point average of 2.0 throughout enrollment.

In accordance with 21 NCAC 36 .0320, students may be denied progression or dismissed from the Nursing Program if they:
1. Present physical or mental health problems that conflict with the safety essential to nursing practice or do not respond to treatment or counseling within a timeframe that enables the student to meet program objectives;
2. Demonstrate behavior that conflicts with the safety essential to nursing practice; or
3. Fail to demonstrate professional behavior, including honesty, integrity, and appropriate use of social media, while enrolled in the nursing program.

Students must demonstrate satisfactory clinical and simulation performance in all required learning experiences. Clinical evaluations are based on achievement of course competencies, application of the nursing process, clinical judgment, adherence to safety standards, and professional conduct. Unsatisfactory clinical performance, regardless of didactic course grade, constitutes course failure and prevents progression in the program.

Students are expected to comply with the NCBON Nurse Practice Act, Nursing Program procedures, and clinical agency requirements, including standards related to professionalism, ethical conduct, attendance, health clearance, and background and drug screening requirements. Any behavior that is unsafe, unethical, or inconsistent with professional nursing standards may result in immediate removal from the clinical setting and affect progression or continuation in the program.

Progression decisions are made by Nursing Program faculty and administration in accordance with published procedures and NCBON rules. The Nursing Program reserves the right to restrict or deny progression to any student who fails to meet academic, clinical, health, or professional standards necessary to protect public safety and ensure program integrity.
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