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The Legal Foundations Certificate provides students with a comprehensive introduction to the legal profession and foundational knowledge across key areas of legal practice. The program serves as an entry point for individuals interested in exploring legal careers or developing essential legal knowledge and skills.

The program includes coursework that develops skills in legal research and writing, civil and criminal law principles, litigation, and understanding the U.S. legal system. Students gain practical skills and a broad understanding of legal concepts, preparing them for legal entry-level opportunities or further academic study.

Graduates of the Legal Foundations Certificate gain foundational knowledge in legal concepts, critical thinking, and professional skills. While this certificate does not qualify students to work as paralegals or claim graduation from an ABA-approved program, it equips students with the knowledge and competencies to pursue additional legal education, entry-level positions in law-related fields, or career exploration opportunities in the legal profession. A Paralegal/Legal Assistant may not practice law, give legal advice, or represent clients in a court of law.

Length:	 	2 Semesters
Prerequisite: 	Placement Test Equivalent OR participation in the High School Connections program
Award: 		Certificate

FALL SEMESTER I		
	Prefix No.
	Title
	Class
	Lab
	Clinical
	Credit

	LEX 140*
	Civil Litigation I
	3
	0
	0
	3

	LEX 160
	Criminal Law & Procedure
	3
	0
	0
	3

	
	
	-----
	-----
	-----
	-----

	
	Totals
	6
	0
	0
	6



SPRING SEMESTER
	Prefix No.
	Title
	Class
	Lab
	Clinical
	Credit

	LEX 120*
	Legal Research/Writing I
	2
	2
	0
	3

	BUS 115
	Business Law
	3
	0
	0
	3
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	-----
	-----
	-----
	-----

	
	Totals
	5
	2
	0
	6



							
				          
TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS.... 12          

Credits earned in this certificate may be applied toward the Associate Degree in Paralegal Technology.

*Important Approval Notice* This is a certificate program only. Completion of this program does not qualify students to state they graduated from an American Bar Association (ABA) approved program, nor does it prepare students to work as paralegals. 

Only students who successfully complete the Associates Degree or Diploma in Paralegal Technology at Fayetteville Technical Community College may state they graduated from an ABA-approved paralegal program. 
