PROGRAM FACT SHEET

FUNERAL SERVICE EDUCATION	A55260

The Funeral Service Education curriculum provides students with the opportunity to become proficient in basic funeral service skills. 

In addition to the general education courses offered in the curriculum, technical courses such as human anatomy, embalming theory and practice, embalming chemistry, restorative arts, funeral law, and funeral home operations are taught.

Graduates of the curriculum, upon passing the state or national exam and completing an internship in a funeral home, will be qualified for employment as embalmers and/or funeral directors.

The Funeral Service Education program at Fayetteville Technical Community College has as its central aim recognition of the importance of funeral service education personnel as

1. members of a human services profession,
2. members of the community in which they serve,
3. participants in the relationship between bereaved families and those engaged in the funeral service,
4. professionals knowledgeable of and compliant with federal, state, provincial/territorial, and local regulatory guidelines (in the geographic area where the practice is) as well as
5. professionals sensitive to the responsibility for public health, safety, and welfare in caring for human remains.

The Funeral Service Education Associate Degree Program at Fayetteville Technical Community College and American Board of Funeral Education’s mission to educate students in every phase of funeral service so that the program graduates are prepared for entry-level employment in funeral service. In support of this mission, our program adopts the following Learning Outcomes.

Upon the completion of an accredited program, student will be able to:

1. Explain the importance of funeral service professionals in developing relationships with the families and communities they serve.
2. Identify standards of ethical conduct in funeral service practice.
3. Interpret how federal, state, and local laws apply to funeral service in order to ensure compliance.
4. Apply principles of public health and safety in the handling and preparation of human remains.
5. Demonstrate technical skills in embalming and restorative art that are necessary for the preparation and handling of human remains.
6. Demonstrate skills required for conducting arrangement conferences, visitations, services, and ceremonies.
7. Describe the requirements and procedures for burial, cremation, and other accepted forms of final disposition of human remains.
8. Describe methods to address the grief-related needs of the bereaved.
9. Explain management skills associated with operating a funeral establishment.
10. Demonstrate verbal and written communication skills and research skills needed for funeral service practice.

Face-to-Face Program Requirements:
1. Embalming requirements can be met in one of two ways:
A. Attending Embalming labs at the College. This is met by attending Embalming Labs once a week for 8 weeks in both sections FSE-211 and 213, or 
B. While working at a Licensed Funeral Home while enrolled in FSE Work-Based Learning (WBL) 111 and 121. All students enrolled in WBL-121 will also complete an on-campus Certification Embalming Lab with College faculty. 
2. Restorative Arts (FSE-216) – Students are required to complete three on-campus labs (18 hours). Dates for these Labs are set at the beginning of the Semester.
3. Funeral Directing Tasks (FSE-215) – Can be satisfied through work experience and/or participation in on-campus simulation labs. 
Requirements for Degree Completion and WBL after Acceptance into the Funeral Service Degree
1. Students who do not attend for three consecutive semesters must reapply to the College and be re-admitted into the degree by the Department Chair.
2. College will allow a student to complete the (WBL) experience if there is an interruption due to a temporary situation that would allow for continuing the (WBL) experience once the situation is resolved. If a student cannot return to the field study (WBL) experience, the student must withdraw and repeat the course.
3.  The (WBL) Affiliation/ Employer may recommend to College the dismissal of a program student if 1) the achievement and progress of the student, including attendance and active participation, does not warrant continuation of Work Based Learning (WBL) or 2) the behavior of the student fails to conform to the applicable regulations of the Work Based Learning Agreement as stated in the student responsibilities of this workbook. 
4. College will withdraw a student from placement at a Work Based Learning experience if the Facility determines such action to be warranted after consultation with faculty coordinator and FSE Dept. Chair. 




Program Specific Academic Standards 
Students must achieve a final grade of "80" or higher in every FSE course in order to progress in the degree. Timely completion of degree will occur if students take courses as they appear on the sequence sheet. Students are allowed to take fewer courses if they choose to do so. This could potentially delay completion of the degree and increase time to graduation. FSE students must adhere to the other policies set forth in the FSE Student Handbook. 

Awards

	Associate Degree:  Funeral Service Education (A55260)
	Length of Program:  6 Semesters
Prerequisite:  High School Diploma, Placement Test Equivalent


	Diploma:  N. C. Funeral Director (D55260)
	Length of Program:  3 Semesters
Prerequisite:  High School Diploma, Placement Test Equivalent


	Certificate:  Not Applicable

	Length of Program:  
Prerequisite:  



Work-Based Learning Requirements/Opportunities:  For Work-Based Learning education requirements/opportunities please see the appropriate Program Sequencing sheet.

Note:  Work-Based Learning not available in diploma program.

License or Certification Information for Associate Degree:  Students who complete the AAS degree program are eligible to take the National Board Exam for Funeral Service.

Programmatic Accreditation:  The Funeral Service Education associate degree program at Fayetteville Technical Community College is accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education (ABFSE), 992 Mantua Pike, Suite 108, Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097, Telephone: (816) 233-3747, Web:  ABFSE Website

  “National Board Examination pass rates, graduation rates, and employment rates for this and other ABFSE-accredited program are available at www.abfse.org in the Directory of Accredited Programs.”

License or Certification Information for N.C. Funeral Director Diploma:  Graduates are eligible to take the North Carolina State Board Exam for Funeral Directing.  This academic program is designed to meet specific state or professional needs.  It is not accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education. Students graduating from this program will not have the academic credential for licensure in states where graduation from an ABFSE accredited program is required.

Program Information Contact:
	Curriculum Chairperson: James Bullard
[bookmark: _GoBack]Telephone Number: (910) 486-3960
Office Location: Cumberland Hall, Room 311B
Email: bullardja@faytechcc.edu
	Department Office: Cumberland Hall, Room 311
Telephone:  (910) 678-8566
FTCC Web Site: FTCC Website



Application Deadlines:  None

Scholarship/Title IV Financial Aid/VA Services:  Scholarships/Title IV Financial Aid/Veteran's assistance may be available for associate degrees.  Certificates and diplomas that fall under this program/area of study may or may not be eligible for Scholarship/Title IV Financial Aid/VA Services.  Please contact the Financial Aid Office, Student Center, Room 2; Telephone (910) 678-8242.  Veterans Services, General Classroom Building, Room 202, (910) 678-8580.

Child Care Financial Assistance Information:  
Telephone: (910) 678-8486
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