

FINISH LINE GRANT
(A Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act Initiative)


INTRODUCTION

Too often, financial emergencies like unexpected healthcare costs, childcare expenses, or car breakdowns prevent community college students who are on the cusp of completion from that milestone. On July 12, 2018, Governor Cooper announced the Finish Line Grant program, a Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) initiative that will help students complete their training when facing unforeseen challenges. The Finish Line Grant will be administered by the Cumberland County NCWorks Career Center in partnership with the local community college, FTCC.

As part of the goal to provide services to community college students to assist them in achieving postsecondary educational success, the Finish Line Grant is set up to provide support services to students on the path toward degree completion by removing unforeseen financial obstacles from their path, which if not resolved quickly, could cause students not to complete their training.

WHAT CAN FINISH LINE GRANT FUNDS BE USED FOR

Categories of eligible expenses under the Finish Line Grant include, housing/rent, medical needs, dependent care, or other financial emergencies that students face through no fault of their own. Finish Line Grant funds are not intended to provide ongoing relief for recurring expenses.

Finish Line funds may not:
Be used to cover school expenses (parking, fees, tuition, books, etc.)
Be used to pay prior balances owed to the school
Be paid directly to the student
Be	released	without	a	completed	application	and	required	supporting documentation
Be used for any reason outside the program guidelines

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR FINISH LINE GRANTS

Students enrolled in community colleges across North Carolina are eligible. Students must be in good academic standing and have completed (or be enrolled in) at least 50% of their degree or credential program.

Students should also be referred to additional campus, community and financial literacy resources to supplement the aid, address root causes or contributing factors to the financial emergency.

Students meeting the eligibility requirements for the Finish Line Grant may be eligible for up to a maximum grant of $1,000 per semester. 
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Eligible students must:
· Be in good academic standing
· Be enrolled in an approved curriculum/course 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have completed at least 50% of their degree/credential
· Complete a Finish Line Grant Application Form (available in the FTCC Financial Aid Services Center in Room 2 of the Tony Rand Student Center)
· Provide supporting documentation of the financial need (i.e. automotive repair estimate, documented notice of unexpected change in housing or utilities expense, etc.).
· Provide documentation that they are unable to get assistance from another resource to address the need
· Provide proof of citizenship
· Provide proof of date of birth
· Provide proof of residency
· Provide social security number
· Provide proof of selective service registration (for males age 18 and older only)
· Complete application for enrollment into a WIOA Title I program

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE STUDENT REQUEST IS RECEIVED

Once the student has completed the application, they will return the application with acceptable supporting documentation to the FTCC Financial Aid Services Center in Room 2 of the Tony Rand Student Center. The three-day (business days/72 hours) window begins when the Finish Line Grant Application Form and acceptable required supporting documentation is received by the NCWorks Career Advisor from the Financial Aid Services Center staff.

Community College:
· Complete community college portion of Finish Line Grant Application Form
· Review the Finish Line Grant Application Form for completeness
· Ensure proper supporting documentation of the financial need is provided
· Ensure the student is aware of the additional documentation to be provided to the NCWorks Career Advisor
· Forward the Finish Line Grant Emergency Assistance Application and supporting
documentation of the financial need to the NCWorks Career Advisor (this may be done electronically or in person)
· Provide supporting documentation of the student’s progress and completion toward obtaining their degree or credential (e.g., transcripts, grades, etc.).
· Allow access to community college facilities for local workforce development board/NCWorks Career Center Staff as they make every effort to meet with students in a location convenient to that student in order to determine WIOA
eligibility and collect related documentation from the student.

	
WIOA Title I Career Advisor:
· Upon receipt of the Finish Line Grant Application Form, immediately contact the student to begin the enrollment process into NCWorks Online
· Make sure that all required documentation has been provided
· Prepare documentation for payment disbursement to vendor (payments are never made directly to any student/participant)
· Provide case management (i.e. counseling, individual employment plan, etc.)
· Provide job placement assistance
· Responsible for WIOA Title I performance outcomes
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  Attachment A           FINISH LINE  G RANT   ( A   W or k f or c e   I nnov a t i on   &   O pportun i ty   A c t   Ini ti at i v e )       I N T R O DU C T ION     T oo   o fte n ,   f i n a nc i al   e m e rg e nc i es   li k e   u n e x p e ct e d   h e a l thc a re   co s t s ,   ch il d care   e x p e ns e s,   or   c a r  bre a k d o w ns   pre v e n t   com m u n i ty   co ll e g e   stu d e n t s   w ho   are   on   the   cusp   o f   co m p l eti o n   f r om   th a t  m il estone.   On   Ju l y   1 2 ,   2 0 1 8 ,   Go v ernor   C o o p e r   a n n o u n ced   the   F i n i sh   L i ne   Gra n t   p r o g r a m ,   a  W o r k force   In n o v ation   a n d   Op p o rtu n i ty  A c t   (WIOA)   i n i t i ati v e   th a t   w il l   h e l p   stu d e n ts   comp l ete   th e i r   t ra i n i n g  w h e n   f ac i n g   u n foreseen   ch a ll e n g es.   T he   F i n i sh   L i ne   Gra n t   w il l   be   a d m i n i stered   by   the   Cumberland County NCWorks Career Center  in   p a r t n ersh i p  w i th  t he  l oc a l   co m mu n i ty   co l l e g e ,  FTCC .     A s   p a rt   o f   the   g o a l   to pr ov i de servic e s   to co m mu n i ty   co ll e g e s t u d e n ts   to a s s i st   th e m   i n ach i e v i ng  p o stsec o n d a ry   e d uc a t i o n a l   succ e s s ,   the   F i n i sh   L i ne   G r a n t   i s   s e t   up   to   p r o v i de   su p p o rt   ser vi ces  to   stu d e n ts   on the path   t o w ard   d e g ree   c o mp l eti o n   by   re m o v i ng   u n f o res e en   f i n a nc i al   o b stac l es  fr o m   th e i r   p a th,   w h i ch if   n o t   res o l v ed  q u i c k l y ,   co u l d cause  s tu d e n t s   n o t   to   comp l ete   th e i r   t ra i n i n g .     W H A T  C A N FINISH   LI N E G R A N T   F UND S  B E  U SE D FOR     C ate g o r i es   o f   e l i g i b l e   e x p e ns e s   u n d e r   the   F i n i sh   L i ne   G ra n t   i nc l u d e,   h o us i n g/ r e n t,   me d i cal   n e e ds,  dependen t   ca r e ,   o r   o t h e r   f inanc i a l   e m e r g encie s   t ha t   s t ude n ts   f ac e   t h r o u g h   n o   f aul t   o f   t he i r   o w n.  F i n i sh L i ne Gra n t   fu n ds   are   n o t   i ntend e d   to   pro v i de o n g o i ng re li e f   f o r   rec u rr i n g   e x p e ns e s.     F i n i sh L i ne   f u n ds   may   n o t :     B e used   to co v er   sch o ol   e x p e ns e s   (p a r k i n g ,   fe e s,   tu i t i o n ,   b o o k s ,   e t c .)     B e used   to pay   pri o r   b a l a nc e s   o w ed to   the   sch o ol     B e pa i d d i rectly   to   the   s t u d e n t     B e   re l e a sed   w i th o ut   a   comp l et e d   a p p li cat i on   a n d   r e q u i red   su p p o rt i n g  d o cument a t i on     B e used   for   a n y   re a son   o u ts i de the   p r o g r a m   g u i d e li n e s     WHO   IS  E L I G I B LE   F OR   FINISH   LINE   G R A N T S     S tu d e n ts   e n ro ll ed   i n   co m mu n i ty   co ll e g es   ac r oss   N or t h   C aro l i na   are   e l i g i b l e.   S tu d e n ts   mu s t   be   i n  g o o d   ac a d e m i c   sta n d i n g   a n d   h a v e   c o mp l eted   ( o r   be   e n ro ll ed   i n)   at   l e a st   5 0 %   o f   th e i r   d e g ree   o r  cre d e n t i al   p r o g r a m.     S tu d e n ts   sh o u l d   a l so   be   r e f e r red   to   a d d i t i o n al   ca m p u s,   c o mm u n i ty   a n d   f i n a nc i al   li teracy   res o urces  to   su p p l ement   the   a i d ,   a d dress   ro o t   ca u ses   or   co n t r i b u t i ng   fact o rs   to   the   f i n a nc i al   eme r g e n c y .     S tu d e n ts me e t i ng   the e li g i b ili ty re q u i r e me n ts   for   t he   F i n i sh   L i ne   G ra n t   m a y be   e li g i b l e  f or   up to a  ma x i mum   grant   o f   $ 1 ,0 0 0   p e r   sem e st e r.    

